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  has been a very difficult year 
in many ways. Because of the protests and riots, we have 
had to temporarily close some of the bookshops at times 
due to lack of security. The worsening political instability, 

the violent internal conflict, and collapsing economy is a con-
stant and unpredictable strain. People are frustrated and on 
edge while gradually acclimating to chaos and failure on a 
massive scale.
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  has also been a wonderful 
year, in that we have felt the love and support of the 
community around us, both the Christian community 
and others.  More demonstrations also bring more 
crowds, and more visitors to the bookshops. The plight 
of Christians has become a major focus and emphasis 

in politics and the media for the first time. Despite the 
increasing polarization many non-Christians go out of their 
way to show their concern and solidarity with us. People 
feel welcome to come in to the bookshop just to talk and 
ask questions, and many take the opportunity to freely 
purchase their very first Bible.
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2012 Distribution
Despite a year of unrest and increasing economic downturn, there 
has been a growth in sales income.  After a sharp decline in 2011, we 
are now back up to the same level as in 2010.  There has also been a 
general 7% increase in local fundraising in 2012, which is an amazing 
testimony of the love and loyalty of the Egyptian Church for God’s 
Word. 

Total Quantities distributed in 2012 has increased to almost 3 million 
Scripture items!
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Activities 2012
There have been many continued opportunities to provide God’s 
Word, and we have carried on all of our activities in full capacity.  
Our continued relationship with all the churches and the community 

has become stronger and better, as our focus has been to support and 
equip the church at this time, to encourage and strengthen a people 
that are afraid and wish to flee the unknown future. 
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A New Patriarch
This has been a very 
eventful year for 
the Coptic Orthodox 
church in Egypt.  All 
Egyptians were deep-
ly affected by the 
death of the beloved 
Pope Shenouda III.  
Within 3 days, a 
Scripture leaflet was 

produced, celebrating the Pope’s life and love 
for the Scriptures.  Our largest print-run ever, 
1,000,000 tracts were printed and distribut-
ed to all the churches in the nation in time 
for the funeral and services that weekend. 
As official delegates, 
military rulers, pres-
idential candidates 
and national figures 
came to the Cathe-
dral to offer con-
dolences, the Bible 
Society pamphlet 
was available as the 
only item being given 
out to guests by the 
Bishops. One friend 
was given the same 

leaflet by a beggar in the street!
Then in November, after much prayer 

and fasting, Bishop Tawadros was cho-
sen to be the spiritual head of the larg-
est Christian minority in the Middle 
East.  That very evening, the new Pa-
triarch graciously spent time with the 
Bible Society staff, and wrote a beau-
tiful introduction to a special edition 
of the Gospel of Mark.  10,000 Gospels 
of Mark were distributed at the formal 
consecration ceremony 2 weeks later.  
As we watched the ceremony on TV, 
it was moving to see world leaders, 
distinguished guests, and government 
officials holding the Gospel of Mark in 

their hands!  We are 
honored by the con-
fidence of the church 
in the Bible Society to 
provide suitable prod-
ucts, and their read-
iness to receive and 
distribute these Scrip-
ture materials.
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A New Bookshop
In July 2012 our new bookshop was opened in Giza, to serve the 
3 million people in this urban area at the foot of the pyramids.  
There are about 150 churches in the area, but not one Christian 
bookshop on the streets. In light of the uncertain political cli-
mate there is an urgency to do all that is possible to ensure the 
ongoing presence of the Bible Work in Egypt. Now is the time to 
obtain the necessary licenses and further establish permanent 
Bible Society outlets.  We are so grateful for all those who have 
partnered with us in prayers and giving to purchase and renovate 
this property.  Please pray for our team as they minister through 
this outlet.
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Our children’s projects continue to serve 
over half a million children annually, helping 
to establish contact between the church and 
these families.  These projects also serve to 
advance our church relations and have a 
significant impact in increasing donations 
here in Egypt

God’s Word is impacting Marina, age 7.  
When she saw Kingo on the big screen in the 
Bible Society booth at the Cairo International 
Bookfair, Marina came running. “What’s 
your favorite Bible story?” we asked.  She 
immediately replied, “Samuel, I watch it over 
and over. He obeyed God 
even when he was very 
young, and that’s what I 
want to do.” 

“This is what helped 
me understand the 
Old Testament,” said 
one man, pointing to 
an illustrated Bible in 
our Bookfair booth. 
Likewise, many others 
would point out the 
various Children’s Bibles that students have 
received throughout the past years.  “This 
Book helped to establish me in my reading!  

I read it all the way through!” said another 
grateful parent, thanking the staff for the 
school distribution 
project. 

Since 2005, over 
759,000 children 
have received their 
own personal Bible 
through our annual 
School Distribution 
project alone. This 
summer, Bible Society 
staff were in one of 
the garbage villages, 
starting up some new Post-Literacy Bible 
classes.  Another group from a nearby church 

was also in the 
village, doing 
home visitation 
and outreach.  
Among them 
were 3 teenagers. 
One of them 
carried with him 
a particular New 
Testament that had 
been distributed 
2 years ago. The 

boy proudly showed his well-worn Bible, and 
said that he had received it from the Bible 
Society.  He said that it was always with him.  

“I really appreciate the different supplements 
that have been added to this Bible, especially 

the ones about 
the impossibility 
of corrupting the 
Bible.”  He said that 
these materials aided 
him in his outreach, 
which he is very 
active in. 

This year we 
received funding for 
our annual School 
Distribution to 

provide 45,000 students, 12&13 year olds, with 
an Illustrated Gospel of Luke. One girl said 
this was the first time for her to ever hold a 
Bible.  In order to make sure the children are 
reading their Bibles an attractive quiz booklet 
was also provided, with puzzles and activities 
to cover the whole Gospel.  If the children 
complete this study guide and return it to the 
Bible Society, they receive a Scripture prize.

2,364 Orphans felt special and valued as 
they received a personal Illustrated Children’s 
Bible this year.  Amal, age 9, said “I saw 
this Bible at Sunday-School with one of my 
friends, and I really wanted to look at it, but 
I was too shy to ask to see it. But now it’s 
mine!”  94 Orphanages also received a library 
set of various Illustrated Bibles, all of our 

And More...
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children’s Audio-Visual materials, and other 
study aids and Bible stories.

This summer, 300 Kingo Festivals effectively 
provided training in Biblical values for 184,000 
children across Egypt, while 9,000 children 
experienced our interactive Bible World tour. 
Our Post-Literacy classes continue to help 
adults and about 10,000 children strengthen 
their reading skills through the Scripture-
based curriculum, while 31,000 students in 
grades 4, 5, and 6 received free supplemental 
resources for compulsory Religion class 
in schools.  These creative and practical 
materials inspire and facilitate engagement 
with God’s Word in their study.  

Our 2nd annual church-wide Bible 
competition was doubled in scope this year. 
100,000 primary students, age 9-12, were 
involved in systematic Bible Study of the 
Gospel of Mark along with 7 Bible stories 
that emphasize God’s sovereignty and God’s 
love, assurances children need badly these 
days. Samah, a Sunday-School teacher, says, 
“This competition has started a habit with 
the child, to open up the Bible and study 
regularly on their own.  Then in Sunday-
School class, the children come and share 
what they have been learning”.

Extra subsidy has again enabled churches 
that are having effective ministry by 
providing heavily-discounted resources for 

them to distribute and use in their various 
ministry and programs such as Prisoners, 
Refuges, Poor Children, and Visually Impaired 
people.  Many of these churches themselves 
can hardly cover their own budgets.  

Additional 
discounts allow 
for a wider 
reach which 
has impacted 
thousands of 
lives. 

In 1905 the 
Bible Societies 
of the Middle 
East produced 
the only Van 

Dyke Arabic Cross Reference Bible.  After 
years of work, we are now in the final 
stages of lay-out for a major revision of this 
extremely popular edition, to be launched in 
2013. Having provided an ecumenical Study 
New Testament in 2006, we are hard at work 
with the goal of releasing the Old Testament 
Study Bible by 2015.  

Because the church is restricted from 
public outreach and Christian activities are 
confined to church premises, the church 
is dependent on the Bible Society as an 
extension and active partner in making 
relevant and understandable Scriptures 

available to people who would never have 
access to God’s Word otherwise.  

The presence of our Bookshops and 
outlets on busy streets, in the marketplace, 
has been an essential part of making 
relevant scriptures available both to the 
church and the un-churched. People are 
grateful for the various selections and tracts 
and portions that address current events. 
The Christians are also encouraged just 
by our obvious presence and continuity of 
service through the difficult times.  

Our 14 Bookshops, our presence at 
hundreds of church events and Coptic 
Religious Festivals, our Temporary outlets at 
Bookfairs and Summer Resorts in the public 
arena, along with Satellite programming, 
makes the Word of God easily accessible to 
all, no matter the background.  Advertising 
in the media, in newspapers, on billboards, 
along with constant advertisement of our 
free home-delivery service continues to 
promote the Bible in Egypt.  

As for our dream of a Central Warehouse, 
basically all of the renovations have been 
completed this year.  We are excited to 
gradually begin making use of this amazing 
facility, with plans to be in full operation 
by midyear 2013, and serving our increasing 
number of outlets more efficiently and 
economically. 
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As we look forward to 2013, and the turbulent 
political, social and economic situation in Egypt, we 
trust that God will use the Bible Society of Egypt to 

make God’s Word available, accessible and affordable 
in the public arena and that more people than ever 

will be touched by the glorious message of the Gospel 
of the Lord Jesus Christ.


